


Top 10 Reasons to Eliminate Deforestation from Your
Supply Chain - Right Now

Zero Deforestation is a high power sustainability claim for early adopters. Zero Deforestation is a
global movement embraced by top brands that will make a material difference in the mitigation of climate
change - and your brand and organization can be a part of it.

Reforestation has been determined to be the most cost effective climate mitigation strategy. This
conclusion was formed out of a McKinsey & Company study (2007, 2009) for United Nations IPCC 2
(Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) on preserving and restoring forests. It has been identified &
validated by an independent authority, with business credibility and political support, as the best
available carbon mitigation strategy. This can be a part of your supply chain story.

The New York Declaration on Forests shows leading companies are committed to a Zero
Deforestation supply chain. Zero Deforestation has gained the support of corporate sustainability
leaders because they know it can be accomplished by any company, and is then a good indication of
your genuine & progressive commitment to corporate social responsibility.

Use of fiber from natural forests is becoming obsolete as plenty of land is available to grow rapidly
renewable plantation fiber crops. A commitment to Zero Deforestation demonstrates that a company
recognizes that protecting & restoring forests is of primary importance to human civilization, and that
destruction of forests is an outdated and misguided practice that needs to stop.

Forests are slow-growing sources of fiber that take decades to regrow; Rapidly Renewable Fibers
(RRF) replenish themselves in less than 10 years. Your choice of plantation-grown RRF demonstrates
a sophisticated understanding of how your supply chain can make economically sound, high quality
purchasing decisions while supporting sustainable sources.

When your top customers ask you what portion of the fiber in your supply chain originates from
natural forests, “Zero!” is a very good answer. Unlike conversion to alternative renewable energy or
waste diversion, you can achieve 100% Deforestation. You can completely eradicate deforestation from
your supply chain quickly and without a negative economic impact.

Carbon taxation is a cost; reforestation is an opportunity. What’s better for your wallet? Zero
Deforestation simply requires smarter choices among the available products that already meet your
quality and economic parameters. If you are concerned that carbon taxes may be incorporated into
manufacturing costs and passed along as part of your products' purchase price, Zero Deforestation may
present an alternative mitigation option.

Some alternative fibers have excellent performance properties, and functionality is equal or better
as a result of conversion. Making your supply chain free of deforestation will not require sacrifice, but
simply updated policy and informed choices.

When any one of 61 social non-profits who support Zero Deforestation contact you regarding your
environmental commitment - you will be prepared. Or better still, you notify them that in 2015 you will
achieve a Zero Deforestation Supply Chain.

Demanding alternative fibers will stimulate growth in new technologies that will ultimately lead to
better, more cost-effective solutions for you. There is plenty of opportunity for the expansion of high
quality, economically attractive, RRF alternatives if responsible supply chains demand them.
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For more information on Solaris Paper’s RRF Products and Sustainability Programs, visit SolarisPaper.com or e-mail
sustainability@solarispaper.com.
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